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REMARKS 

Claim 1 is amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 2. Claim 13 is 
amendedtocorrectatypographicalerro, Claim 2 is cancelled. Claims 1 and 3-20 are 
believed to be in condition for allowance, for the reasons given below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 15-20 were Indicated to be allowable over the prior art of record. 
Claims 2-6 and 9-14 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base chum, 
but are indicated to be allowable over the prior art of record if rewritten in independent form 
to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening clauns. 

In keeping with this suggestion, claim 1 is amended to incorporate the subject matter 
ofclaim2. Claim 2 is cancelled. Because claims 3-6 and 9-14 depend from claun 1, they 
should now be in condition for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1 7, and 8 ate rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable overthe 

combination of U.S. ParenrNo. 6.504,197 to Mine!*, e. al. C«« and U.S. Parent 

No. 5,902,690 to Tracy etal. ("Tracy"). 

Claim 1 iaamended^tacorporateutesnbjeetmat.erofelanna.vvbKhwasmd.ea.ed 

tocomahraUov.able subject matter. Claim 2 ia cancelled. Since amended claim • is wrttten 
in independent form and conrains tire aUowable subject metier of claim 2, claim 1 ts now 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 7 and 8 depend from claim 1 . Any claim that depends from a nonobv.ous 
independent claim is also nonobvious. MPEP 2143.03. 
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Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1 and 3-20 is 
requested. Please telephone the undersigned at (503) 222-3613 if it appears that an interview 
would be helpful in advancing the case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 



Todd J. Iverson / 



Reg. No. 53,057 



MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 

1030 SW Morrison Street 

Portland, OR 97205 

503-222-3613 

Customer No- 20575 



1 hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being transmitted to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office via facsimile number 
(703) 872-9306 on March 9, 2005. 




Li Mei Vermilya 
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